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1 EDITORIAL INTRODUCTION 

CRORS News Continues to Inform OR Community 

Dear CRORS members and all interested readers, 

this is the 2022 issue of CRORS News by which we 
inform society members and all other interested 
researchers and practitioners about the activities 
of the Croatian Operational Research Society and 
some international OR events that happened 
since our last issue in December 2021. There were 
many interesting events that happened in 2022, 
crowned with the 30th anniversary of CRORS, 
celebrated on KOI 2022 Conference that was held 
in Šibenik, Croatia. In this issue we bring you reports and information from 
KOI 2022 and EURO 2022 conferences, as well as information about other 
activities of our members, such as workshop held by Goran Zaharija on the 
topic “How AI sees the world around us” and the publication of the brochure 
in honor of CRORS 30th anniversary. Furthermore, we present our readers 
the winners of CRORS Distinguished Service Award 2022, Ljubomir Martić 
Award 2022 and EURO awards.  

We are pleased to announce that our guest interviewees in this issue are 
Professor Tibor Illés who will present Hungarian Operations Research 
Society (HORS) and the initiative of developing joint or double-degree 
cooperation in the area of OR education, Assistant Professor Tea 
Šestanović as the new President of CRORS and Professor Zoran Babić as a 
winner of CRORS DSA 2022. We are also pleased to announce that a new 
number of Croatian Operational Research Review (CRORR) is published. This 
issue of CRORS News ends with the call to all CRORS members and other 
interested researchers to participate in SOR2023 conference, which will be 
held in Bled, Slovenia, 20-22 September, 2023. 

I would like to thank the editorial team for wonderful cooperation in these 
past two years and like to congratulate the new Presidency and new 
editorial team. I have no doubt they will continue to inform CRORS members 
with interesting stories and events from OR society in future issues. I wish 
you all happy holidays and fruitful and operational New Year!  

Antonija Kvasina, Editor, antonija.kvasina@efst.hr 

NEWS  
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2 CRORS ACTIVITIES IN 2022 
Antonija Kvasina, antonija.kvasina@efst.hr 

Tea Mijač, tea.mijac@efst.hr 
Mario Jadrić, mario.jadric@efst.hr 

 

2.1. Annual Meeting of CRORS 

The 29th Annual Meeting of CRORS was held on September 30th in Šibenik, 
Croatia. The Board presented the Report on the work in 2022 (participation 
of CRORS representatives in the conference EURO 2022 and KOI 2022), 
financial and operative reports, as well as the Report on the work of the 
CRORR (Croatian Operational Research Review). Also, during the meeting, 
new Presidency of CRORS has been elected. Congratulations! 

     29th Annual Meeting of CRORS, Šibenik, Croatia 

 

2.2. Conferences 

EURO 2022 

The 32nd European Conference on Operational Research organized by FORS 
(Finnish Operations Research Society) and EURO (European Association of 
Operational Research Society) was held this year at the new Aalto University 
Campus in Espoo 3-6 July 2022. About 1,900 participants took part in the 
conference and enjoyed the wonderful atmosphere after several years of 
online meetings. Four members of the Croatian Operations Research 
Society (CRORS) also participated in the EURO 2022 conference and 
presented abstracts on their research: Mario Jadrić, Zrinka Lukač, Robert 
Manger, and Krunoslav Puljić. 

Zrinka Lukač served as the official representative of CRORS at the 
conference and was also in attendance at the EURO Council Meeting, which 
was held on Sunday July 3rd, 2022. At the meeting, the president of the 
EURO Association, Marc Sevaux, presented a report on the work of the 
association in the past year, and activities related to the held conferences, 
PhD schools, workshops and working groups. The vice-presidents of the 
society presented reports on the held activities of the society (Winter and 

Summer institutes, EURO PhD schools and Working groups), reports on 
awards, a report on magazines published by the EURO association, and a 
financial report. Furthermore, an extensive discussion was held about the 
status of the Russian Society for Operational Research in the EURO and 
IFORS association.  

     Zrinka Lukač, Marc Sevaux and Mario Jadrić at EURO 2022 Conference 

The newly elected president of the association for the next mandate period, 
Professor Anita Schöbel, presented the program of her work and asked for 
the opinion of the meeting participants on how to hold the EURO Council 
Meeting in 2023, considering that this is the year when IFORS and EURO 
jointly organize a conference in Santiago de Chile. 

Furthermore, on Tuesday July 5th 2022 Zrinka Lukač participated in the 
meeting of the editorial board of CEJOR magazine organized by the editor-
in-chief Urlica Leopold Wildburger, where a report on the publication of 
CEJOR magazine and plans for further development of the magazine were 
presented. Data on citations and impact factor were also presented at the 
meeting. 

     EURO 2022 Conference, Aalto University Campus, Espoo, Finland 

file:///C:/Users/akvasina/AppData/Local/Temp/antonija.kvasina@efst.hr
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mailto:mario.jadric@efst.hr
http://www.hdoi.hr/en/for-members/annual-meetings/9-uncategorised/178-annual-meeting-crors-2013


 
  NEWS, December 2022  

 

3 

Overall, the EURO 2022 conference was a successful event for CRORS, with 

our members showcasing their expertise and contributing to important 

discussions within the Operations Research community. We are proud to 

have been represented at the conference and look forward to future 

opportunities to participate in EURO events. 

KOI 2022 

The 19th conference on Operational Research KOI 2022 was held on 28-30 
September 2022 in Šibenik, Croatia. KOI 2022 was organized by the 
Croatian Operational Research Society in collaboration with the Faculty of 
Economics, Business, and Tourism, University of Split. The organizing 
committee, led by two co-chairs, Tea Mijač and Tea Šestanović, organized 
a very successful conference. KOI 2022 brought many new experiences, 
discussions, collaborations, and networking among dear colleagues and 
friends. 

This year's conference had 109 presentations, held in 12 special and 5 
regular sessions. Moreover, three plenary lectures were organized by our 
distinguished plenary speakers: Professor Marc Seavux, Professor Yurii 
Nesterov, and Professor Orzen Despić. We had the honor of hosting 141 
participants from 24 countries and 4 continents. The conference program 
was additionally enriched with one special lecture held by Professor Luka 
Neralić and a workshop by Assistant Professor Goran Zaharija. Let's not 
forget the two-morning workouts led by Professor Blanka Škarbić Perić. 

   The opening ceremony of KOI 2022 

A large number of participants marked the opening ceremony. It was a great 
honor to have EURO president Marc Sevaux, president of the Slovenian 
Society Informatika (Section for Operations Research) Lidija Zadnik Stirn, 
dean of the Faculty of Economics, Business and Tourism Vinko Muštra, and 
the first president of CRORS Luka Neralić in the opening ceremony. 

KOI had a rich social program this year, which started with a welcome drink 
event on the first day. The event was marked with the celebration of the 30th 
birthday of CRORS in the lobby of Amadria hotel in Šibenik, accompanied by 
a celebration cake, finger food, and drinks. After the fruitful second working 
day, the excursion to the city of Šibenik was organized with the degustation 
of the traditional Croatian schnapps, figs, and jujubes. It ended with a dinner 
and traditional Croatian music. Friday was the last day of the conference, 
after which Professor Mario Jadrić, the president of the CRORS, thanked all 

the participants for their contributions and closed the KOI 2022 conference. 
As usual, after the closing ceremony, CRORS annual meeting took place. 

  Welcome drink at KOI 2022, celebration the 30 years of CRORS 

Accepted abstracts which are presented at the conference were published 
in KOI Book of Abstracts (print version only) that included 109 abstracts by 
201 authors from 24 countries. The authors are welcome to submit full 
papers for possible publication in the Croatian Operational Research Review 
(CRORR journal) indexed in ESCI (source of WoS Core Collection), SCOPUS 
and other relevant scientific citation bases.  

 
  Excursion to the city of Šibenik, KOI 2022 
 

We are also proud to announce that IFORS News 2022 published an article 
“Operational Research on Adriatic coast again – KOI 2022 in Croatia” written by Jan 
Bok and Sarah Fores, presenting KOI Conference internationally. 
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    KOI 2022 in IFORS News 2022 
 

 

2.3. Other activities of CRORS members 
 

Publication of the brochure in the honor of CRORS 30th 
anniversary 

This year has been remarkable to CRORS in many ways since in 2022 
CRORS celebrated its 30th anniversary. Preparations for acknowledging 
such accomplishment started last year when FEBT students Lana Galić and 
Josip Gajšak, within the Service Learning Course, together with their 
mentors and CRORS members Maja Ćukušić and Daniela Garbin Praničević, 
designed a brochure in CRORS honor. Tea Mijač and Josipa Višić have put 
additional effort into this brochure in order to present CRORS history, 
achievements, goals, activities, and CRORR journal in the best possible way. 
Since CRORS activities strive to be environment-friendly, we decided not to 
print the brochure, so, if you are keen to learn more about CRORS, check 
here to see the results of CRORS members’ and FEBT students’ efforts 
presented over 40 pages. 
 

 
  CRORS brochure, 30th anniversary 

3 CRORS PRIZES AND AWARDS 

Since 2013, CRORS grants two awards:  

 CRORS Distinguished Service Award (CRORS DSA), 

 CRORS Best Young Researcher Paper Award (CRORS BYRPA). 

The 2022 CRORS DSA winner is Professor Zoran Babić. 

The award was handed to Professor 
Babić during the KOI 2022 Conference. 
In this issue, we present you an 
interview with Professor Babić. 

                                 
 
 
 
 
                                   
                                     Professor Zoran Babić 

 

Interview with Professor Zoran Babić 

Dear Professor Babić, congratulations on receiving CRORS Distinguished 
Service Award 2022. We are so pleased to have an opportunity to share your 
thoughts among our members. 

You are a former President of CRORS; you have extensively contributed to the 
development of CRORS since the very beginning, and have seen how the 
Society has been developing through time. Could you please tell us what do 
you think were the most important milestones in the CRORS history?  

First of all, I would like to refer to the very foundation of CRORS. The 
historical overview of the foundation and development of CRORS is 
presented in the paper written by the first president of our society, Professor 
Luka Neralić and myself, which was published in 2011 in the Encyclopedia 
of Operations Research and Management Science in the edition of the 
publishing house John Wiley & Sons, edited by James J. Cochran. The 
article was written on the 20th anniversary of the founding of CRORS, so I 
will repeat some facts from that article here once again. 

The war against Croatia, which started in 1991, helped the formation of the 
national OR Society of Croatia. In September 1991, a group of OR people 
from Croatia, because of the war against Croatia, decided not to take part 
in the Yugoslav Symposium SYM-OP-IS ’91 on OR and to withdraw the 
papers submitted for presentation at the symposium. After that, due to the 
initiative taken by the colleagues from Split, the OR people from the Faculty 
of Economics, University of Zagreb, started to organize the First OR 
Conference KOI ’91 in Zagreb. Organization of the first OR Conference KOI 
’91 in December 1991 was important in establishing the Croatian 
Operational Research Society (CRORS). From that time, the Society has 
been organizing national OR conferences (in cooperation with Slovenian 
Operation research society - SOR) every year. 

In 1996, the Sixth International OR Conference was organized. At that 
conference, it was agreed with the Slovenian OR group, that international 
meetings would be organized every two years alternatively, one year in 
Croatia (KOI) and the other in Slovenia (SOR). 

In 1994, CRORS became the 43rd member of IFORS and a member of EURO, 
and in 1996 in Prague, at the meeting of representatives of the Austrian, 
Croatian, Czech, and Slovak OR Societies, it was accepted that CRORS joins 

http://hdoi.hr/30th-anniversary-of-society/
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these societies (including the Hungarian OR Society) in editing the Central 
European Journal for Operations Research and Economics (CEJORE). Later 
the journal was named the Central European Journal for Operations 
Research (CEJOR) and up to now, CRORS supports it as one of the 
publishing societies. 

An important milestone for the history of our society was in the 2010 when 
we started our journal CRORR (Croatian Operational Research Review) 
instead of the Proceedings from KOI conferences. This idea originated from 
Professor Snježana Pivac. Up to now twenty numbers (in 13 Volumes) have 
been printed and the journal is now indexed in various databases, among 
which is Web of Science Core Collection / Emerging Resources Citation 
Index, SCOPUS, EconLit and INSPEC. 

CRORS now consists of about a hundred and thirty active members who are 
mainly professors and assistants from the Croatian Universities, and most 
of them belong to faculties of economics. Most of them are 
mathematicians by their formal education, but there is also a number of 
people who are economists or engineers. In my opinion, one of the most 
important facts that contributed a lot to the quality of our activities 
happened about fifteen years ago when many of IT researchers joined our 
society. 

Furthermore, you have participated in many international projects, have 
attended many conferences where you have built impressive network and have 
brought top OR researchers to Croatia as invited speakers at KOI conferences 
under your organization. What do you see as the most important benefit of 
international collaboration? 

I find it extremely useful to cooperate with scientists and experts from 
abroad. Firstly, it can be noticed that they also have similar problems as we 
do and that even the greatest scientists are not much different from us, 
neither in knowledge nor in achievements. Perhaps, only in most of the other 
countries, it is much easier to access information since much more 
resources and money is invested in science and research. In any case, 
international cooperation and participation in international symposia is, in 
my opinion, irreplaceable in the process of scientific improvement. 

Along extensive scientific career in the OR field, you are a member of editorial 
board of CRORR, as well as the associate editor of CEJOR. From your 
experience, what would you say has changed the most in the OR field? Are 
there any new trends that you would single out as the most important ones in 
the development of the field? 

There are still not many active members from the industry, banking, 
insurance, and other sectors: this seems to be a problem that is not easy to 
solve, but in the future, steps should be taken to change this. In any case, I 
think that future research should concentrate as much as possible on the 
application of operational research models and methods in real problems 
and practical applications in industry, that is, in the economy in general. 

One of the important things, which unfortunately has not been present in 
our universities lately, is to seriously work on establishing some post-
graduate studies in the area of operational research. I understand that this 
type of study might not be very popular, because it requires a little more 
effort than some other "easier" studies. I think it is possible to organize such 
studies in cooperation with some "more popular" scientific fields, but it still 
remains up to you, younger people, to do something in that direction. 

To end with the future, what do you think will be the greatest challenge for the 
CRORS in the future and do you have some advice for the young OR 
researchers? 
 

As I have previously emphasized, I think that greater cooperation with the 
economy and industry is necessary, regardless of the fact that, 
unfortunately, there are fewer and fewer production entities in Croatia. I 
would definitely suggest more mutual contacts and joint work with 
colleagues from Croatia, and especially with operational researchers from 
other countries. 

It is necessary to find production problems and try to solve them using 
operational research methods and models. Unfortunately, most of the work 
in this area boils down to the fact that researchers want to find some 
possibility of application of the existing or slightly modified methods, but 
one should go in the opposite direction, namely looking for solutions to 
production problems by using and improving existing methods and models 
from operational research. 

4 SPECIAL GUEST INTERVIEW 

In this number, we bring you an interview with the new president of our 
society: Assistant Professor Tea Šestanović. You can find the highlights of 
her distinguished CV in the following section. 

Assistant Professor Tea Šestanović (born Poklepović), CV  
 
Assistant Professor at University of 
Split, Faculty of Economics, Business 
and Tourism (FEBT), Department of 
Quantitative Methods. Holds a PhD 
from the Faculty of Economics, 
Business, and Tourism in Split. (Co)-
author of almost 30 scientific papers, 
most of them on the topic of neural 
networks and time series analysis with 
their application in finance and 
economics, but also covering areas of 

econometrics and statistics in general, decision making and financial 
modelling approaches. She teaches several courses at undergraduate and 
graduate levels including Statistics, Statistical Analysis, Statistical 
Methods, Business statistics and Business decision making. She 
participated in 3 national projects including: “Mathematical models in 
analysis of the Croatian financial market”, “Volatility measurement, 
modeling and forecasting” and the current project “Challenges of alternative 
investments”. Conference speaker and attendee of almost 20 international 
scientific conferences. Organizer of CRORS Workshop. Section editor of 
CRORR journal. Organization committee member of KOI 2012 and co-chair 
of Organization committee of KOI 2022. Holder of the Best young 
researcher paper on KOI 2018. Active speaker in English, and passive in 
German, French and Italian. More information can be found here.  

Interview with Assistant Professor Tea Šestanović 

Dear Tea, thank you for accepting the invitation to be the Special Guest in our 
Interview section in CRORS News 2022. We are so pleased to have you in this 
edition and we congratulate you on your new role as the upcoming president 
of CRORS.  

Something to start with, could you please tell us a bit about yourself regarding 
the areas of your research, as well as your previous working experience? What 
would you single out, as the most important experience, that you believe will 
be useful in your role as the upcoming President of CRORS? 

https://www.bib.irb.hr/pregled/profil/31385
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My experience with CRORS actually started when I was a graduate student 
in 2010 at Faculty of Economics, Business, and Tourism in Split. Namely, 
my mentor encouraged me to present my master thesis on a conference 
and to publish a paper in CRORR. Additionally, as a student I was involved 
in organizing KOI 2010 in Split. I started working as a Teaching Assistant on 
Faculty of Economics, Business, and Tourism in Split, Department for 
Quantitative methods in 2012. Since then I worked on several courses 
including Statistics, Statistical analysis, Statistical methods, Business 
statistics and Business decision making. Through Erasmus programme I 
spent one semester of my PhD studies on Faculty of Economics in 
Ljubljana. I obtained my PhD in 2017 on the topic “Neural network structure 
identification in inflation forecasting” and became Assistant Professor in 
2019. Although relatively young as a researcher I published 30 scientific 
papers, participated on 19 international scientific conferences, reviewed 
papers in 15 different journals, and attended various workshops and 
seminars. Moreover, I was an active member in 3 scientific projects 
including “Mathematical models in analysis of the Croatian financial 
market”, “Volatility measurement, modeling and forecasting” and the 
current project “Challenges of alternative investments”. I obtained Best 
young researcher paper award on KOI 2018 for paper “Jordan neural 
network for inflation forecasting”. For CRORS members I organized a 
workshop “Neural networks for time series forecasting in R” in 2021. I am a 
section editor of CRORR since 2020, member of Organizing Committee of 
KOI 2012 and a co-chair of KOI 2022 Organizing committee. My areas of 
research cover mostly time series analysis and neural networks, but also 
econometrics, statistics, financial modelling and decision making. 

I hope that my previous experience with organizing KOI conferences and 
workshop; by publishing and reviewing papers; and by working as a section 
editor will be useful in my upcoming role as a President of CRORS. However, 
I have to single out that through my work and studies I had the opportunity 
to collaborate and learn from previous (vice)-presidents of CRORS, through 
professional but also personal contacts. I am very thankful to them for that 
experience, for encouraging me to participate in various ways in the Society, 
for sharing with me the importance and love for CRORS. I can say that my 
previous working experience formed me as a person that first of all 
cherishes the enormous work the former (vice)-presidents did to establish 
the Society and to bring the CRORR journal and KOI conference to such a 
level. The great respect I have for the former presidents and the love for the 
Society encouraged me to accept this important role and this in particular 
will guide me through my mandate. 

Your mandate starts in the year 2023 and you probably already have new 
thoughts and big plans for the upcoming mandate. Would you care to share 
some of them with our readers? 

Since my election on KOI 2022 where we also celebrated 30 years of CRORS 
I had the opportunity to think about CRORS in the past, present and future. 
I would like to keep up with the good directions of previous presidents in 
maintaining the level they established for the recognition of KOI conference 
and CRORR journal. We will work on steps to continue the growth of CRORR 
in terms of SJR index, as well as the positioning it in the third quartile (Q3) 
with the possibility to reach the second quartile (Q2) in near future, as well 
as the possibility of changing current ESCI with SSCI. Moreover, we already 
made some preliminary arrangements for KOI 2024 conference which will 
be held 25-27 September 2024 in Brela. However, to increase the number of 
participants we need to increase the visibility of the Society both in Croatia 
and internationally. We will try that through marketing initiatives via social 
networks, through collaborations with other societies, though organization 
of special sessions and interesting workshops and workouts.  

I believe that young researchers and students should be encouraged to 
participate more in the work of Society and in OR in general. Therefore, we 
will continue to participate in the course Service learning on Faculty of 
Economics, Business, and Tourism where we will include students in 
structured activities within the Society in order to reach good students on 
their final years and make them more aware of the importance of OR. 
Moreover, we will continue to encourage young through Best Young 
Researcher Paper Award Marijana Zekić-Sušac, but my bigger plan is to 
organize “Meet the editor coffee break” on KOI 2024 conference so that the 
young researchers can meet the Editors of different journals and talk to 
them in person. Therefore, young researchers could benefit from the 
experience the editors have and increase their possibility to publish a good 
paper.  

Additionally, improvement in international collaborations of OR Societies 
stand out as a next big step of the upcoming mandate. As one of the step 
towards, there are already some initiatives for developing international 
postgraduate OR programme, as well as the initiative of former presidents 
for a postgraduate OR programme on the CRORS level. Further steps should 
be taken for the possible realization of such initiatives. Moreover, steps for 
better connection between OR and business sector should be increased by 
providing examples of OR in practical applications visible through social 
networks.   

We assume you have many ideas that will improve CRORS furthermore and are 
so excited to see them implemented during your mandate. Please tell as a bit 
more on how do you plan to start and which activities will you take first? 

In my opinion, most of the work and everyday activities will be based on 
CRORR journal. Firstly, that will include meetings with co-editor and section 
editors on settling the procedures and finding the ways of attracting high-
quality papers. Namely, desk rejection rate in 2021 was almost 60% with 
additional 20% after review reject. Therefore, some initiatives for the special 
issues or similar ways for attracting papers could be settled. 

Moreover, although KOI 2022 conference just ended and our impressions 
still haven’t settled down, now it is the time to start planning our next 
conference KOI 2024 in Brela. Namely, we have to start thinking about the 
invited speakers, special sessions and make plans for the marketing 
activities to attract more participants.  

For the end, can you tell us what does this role as the upcoming President of 
CRORS mean to you? 

First of all, I would like to thank the former CRORS President, Mario Jadrić, 
who nominated me, my closest group of colleagues and friends who 
supported me and the Croatian Research Society that elected me. The role 
as the President of CRORS means a lot to me. Namely, I feel great respect 
for all the previous presidents and members who contributed to its 
development to a position it has now. In particular, I collaborated very 
closely with Professor Zoran Babić who was the CRORS president when I 
first started working. Our dear Marijana Zekić-Sušac, who unfortunately 
passed away too soon, introduced me to neural networks and helped me a 
lot with my PhD thesis. With Zrinka Lukač I travelled mostly on scientific 
conferences, while Josip Arnerić who was the vice-president in her mandate 
was my PhD mentor and he is my closest collaborator and friend, while 
Mario Jadrić gave me the opportunity to be a co-chair of KOI 2022 and a 
section editor. 

I am thankful they pawed the way so that I can continue on their good work. 
As I already said, the respect I have for the former presidents and the love 
for the Society encouraged me to accept this important role and this in 



 
  NEWS, December 2022  

 

7 

particular will guide me through my mandate. I am really honored to be able 
to take such an important and valuable position in the Society and I hope I 
would live up to everybody’s’ expectations. 
 

Call for Applications for Distinguished Service Award and CRORS Best 
Young Researcher Paper Marijana Zekić-Sušac Award  

The nominations of candidates for CRORS DSA can be made by members of 
CRORS, EURO, and IFORS. The nominations should contain a CV or an equivalent 
document of the candidate. Nominations must be made in confidence (i.e. the 
nominee should not be informed), and sent to hdoicrors@gmail.com.  

The applications for CRORS BYRP Marijana Zekić-Sušac should be made by the 
young researchers who are the authors of the paper submitted to a forthcoming 
KOI conference. The candidate's full paper, CV, and the explanation of the 
scientific contribution of the paper in the area of OR should be sent 
to hdoicrors@gmail.com or to CRORS postal address entitled as "CRORS BYRP 
Marijana Zekić-Sušac application". 

The Award Committee will consider the nominations, verify that the candidates 
satisfy all conditions and make a decision by the majority of the Committee 
members.  

All CRORS members are welcome to make nominations for 2023 awards! 

  
 

5 COLLABORATION WITH OTHER SOCIETIES  

Hungarian Operations Research Society (HORS) 

In this edition, we would like to present Hungarian Operations Research 
Society (HORS), as well as the initiative of developing joint or double-degree 
cooperation in the area of OR education through an interview with Professor 
Tibor Illés. 

Professor Tibor Illés, CV  
 
Tibor Illés studied mathematics at 
Eötvös Loránd University (ELTE) where 
he obtained MSc in Mathematics (1987), 
doctor of university (dr. univ.) degree in 
Operations Research (1989) and PhD in 
Applied Mathematics (1996). Gyula 
Farkas Prize of János Bolyai 
Mathematical Society has been 
awarded to him in December 1991. Tibor 
Illés’ first job (Research Assistant 1987-
89, Research Associate 1989) was at the 
Applied Mathematics Department, 
Computation and Automatization 
Institute of Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences (known as MTA SZTAKI). He 

moved to ELTE in September 1990. 

In 1993, he got permanent position as Assistant Professor at Operations 
Research Department, ELTE (Associate Professor 1998-2010, part time 
2010-16). He moved to Department of Differential Equations, Budapest 
University of Technology and Economics (BME DET) in 2010. From July 
2011, he served as head of BME DET until the end of August 2020. In 
September 2020 Dr. Illés and his colleagues founded the Corvinus Centre 
for Operations Research (CCOR) at Corvinus University of Budapest (CUB), 

Hungary and became the first leader of CCOR. Dr. Illés is a Professor of 
operations research at CUB since September 2022. 

Dr. Illés worked for Department of Mathematics and Computer Science, 
Eastern Mediterranean University, Famagusta, North-Cyprus (Assistant 
Professor 1995-1996, Associate Professor 1998-2000), Department of 
Stochastics, Statistics and Operations Research, Delft University of 
Technology, Delft, The Netherlands (Research Fellow, 1996-1997), 
Department of Management Science, Strathclyde University (MS SU), 
Glasgow, Scotland, UK (John Anderson Research Lecturer in Optimisation 
2007-2009, part time senior lecturer 2009-2018). 

Dr. Illés received several research fellowships like the Hungarian State 
Eötvös Research Fellowship (University of Copenhagen, 3 months, 1995), 
Research Fellowship of German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD, Julius 
Maximilians University, Würzburg, 2 months, 1998), Bolyai János Research 
Fellowship (Hungarian Academy of Sciences, 3 years, 2000-2003), 
Operations Research Professor Fellowships at MOL - Hungarian Oil 
Company (September 2003 – August 2004, April 2005 – March 2006, July 
2006 – June 2007), and visiting positions amongst others Visiting 
Fellowship – Peregrinatio II. Foundation (Delft University of Technology, 3 
months, 1994), Visiting Research Fellowships at McMaster University, 
Advanced Optimization Laboratory (5 months in total during the years 2002 
– 2006), Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. 

Tibor serves as editor/associate editor at several international journals like 
Pure Mathematics and Applications (since 1999), Central European Journal 
of Operations Research (since 2006), Journal of Optimization Theory and 
Application (since 2021) and the Hungarian journal Alkalmazott 
Matematikai Lapok (AML, since 2017). He was editor of several special 
issues for EJOR (Vol. 143, 2002; Vol. 157, 2004; Vol. 191, 2008), CEJOR (Vol. 
23, 2015), EURO Journal on Computational Optimization (Celebrating 20 
years of EUROpt, part of volume 10, 2022) and AML (Vol. 35, 2018; Vol. 36, 
issue 1, 2019). 

Current research interests of Dr. Illés are in linear and nonlinear 
optimization, and applications of operations research. Tibor has published 
almost 70 research papers in high quality international (and national) 
journals (e.g., SIOPT, EJOR, JOTA, JOGO, OMS, Optimization Letters, 
CEJOR), and conference proceedings. According to google scholar his 
papers received more than 750 citations and his h-index is 16. He 
participated at more than 70 conferences in Europe and North America and 
gave research talks at those conferences. Based on his works on theory, 
algorithms, and applications of continuous optimization he has been invited 
to several conferences as plenary/semi plenary speaker. He organized 
streams, invited sessions at many operations research conferences in 
Europe and North America. 

Interview with Professor Tibor Illés 

Dear Tibor, thank you for accepting the invitation to present HORS in this 
edition of CRORS News. 

Could you please tell us a little bit more about yourself and your work 
experience? 

First of all, I would like to thank you for inviting me to present our Society to 
CRORS readers. Regarding my professional life and work experience, I have 
mentioned in my CV my education background, as well as my working 
positions, however I would like to take this opportunity to present my work 
a little bit more, by focusing on the aspects that I believe will be the most 
interesting for CRORS readers. 

mailto:hdoicrors@gmail.com
mailto:hdoicrors@gmail.com
http://www.elte.hu/en
http://www.bme.hu/?language=en
http://www.bme.hu/?language=en
https://www.uni-corvinus.hu/?lang=en
http://www.strath.ac.uk/
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=Bl_ccF4AAAAJ
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Since 1994 I was principal investigator of many OTKA (Hungarian National 
Research Fund) research projects. I was co-investigator of an EPSRC 
project led by Professor Maria Fox during the years he served as full time 
academic staff at MS SU. With Tony Mulholland in 2009, we have developed 
optimization models for analysing multi-component absorption spectra for 
Cascade Technologies (Sterling, UK). As member of the project team at 
Delft University of Technology during the years 1994-1997, we have 
developed optimization model and numerical solution methods for 
reloading patterns of fuel batches of nuclear reactor core. I have also led 
several applied operations research projects for leading Hungarian 
companies’ during the past thirty years. With my team, I have developed 
several new operations research models including: computer colour 
formulation optimization model based on two-constant Kubelka-Munk 
theory; crew scheduling and engine assignment problem for transportation 
companies; model for multi-robot multi-depot problem and a solution 
algorithm; multimodal transportation model for Budapest; blending-, 
production planning- and look back analysis models based on pooling- and 
linear constraints for oil industry; day-ahead electricity model variants 
(Cosmos/Euphemia) for coupled markets; and some other OR models. 

I have been active in various professional societies and scientific 
committees, amongst others the EURO – The Association of European 
Operational Research Societies, where I was representing Hungarian 
Operations Research Society (HORS) as the President of HORS from 2011 
until 2014. Currently, I am permanent representative of HORS in the EURO 
Council. Also, I am proud to say that I am among those few, who were 
initiating and founding members of the Hungarian Operations Research 
Society in 1991. 

Furthermore, with Professor Tamás Terlaky, I initiated the EURO WG on 
Continuous Optimization and led the working group with Tamás between 
2000 and 2003. My work for the European continuous optimization 
community has been acknowledged by awarding me (and Tamás Terlaky) 
the title of Honorary Coordinator of EUROPT in Istanbul, July 4, 2003. I was 
also serving as secretary of the Applied Mathematics Committee of János 
Bolyai Mathematical Society for two years. I was elected member of the 
Operations Research Scientific Committee of Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences (HAS) since 2008 and worked as secretary of the committee until 
2011. I have been re-elected three times so far. From 2013-2019 I served 
(two terms) as representative of operations researchers in the General 
Assembly of HAS. Also, I was appointed member of Hungarian National 
Research Fund (OTKA) Mathematics and Computer Science Panel (2011-
2012). Since 2000, I have been core member of the Council of the 
Mathematical Doctorial School, Eötvös Loránd University of Sciences. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to mention my PhD students: Arif 
A. Akkeles (EMU 2004), Zsolt Csizmadia (ELTE 2007), Marianna Nagy (ELTE 
2010), Adrienn Nagy (ELTE 2015), Petra R. Rigó (BME 2020) that 
successfully defended their PhD theses. Four of them received the 
prestigious Gyula Farkas Prize (Zsolt 2007, Marianna 2011, Adrienn 2015, 
Petra 2020) for outstanding research results in operations research by 
János Bolyai Mathematical Society. 

In Hungary, operations research has a long-lasting history, dating back to the 
research activity of Gyula Farkas, Dénes König, and Jenő Egerváry. After such 
a tradition can you please tell us a little bit more about the main aims of HORS, 
as well as the main activities you have focused on in the previous years? What 
would you say are the main challenges for HORS nowadays? 

Let me start with some historical facts, roots of mathematical optimization, 
operations research in Hungary. In 2017, we celebrated the 170th 

anniversary of the birth of Professor Gyula Farkas (member of the Hungary 
Academy of Sciences) and with a colleague of mine, Róbert Oláh-Gál, expert 
in the history of Hungarian mathematics, we wrote a short note in a 
Hungarian journal (Érintő, Elektronikus Matematikai Lapok) about the world 
famous lemma of Gyula Farkas and about some less known events of his 
life. During 2017 we could celebrate the 60th anniversary of the first course 
on linear programming in Hungary, as well, since Professor András Prékopa 
(member of HAS; EURO Gold Medal, 2003) organized the first research 
seminar on linear programming in 1957. 

The Hungarian Operations Research Society (HORS) was founded on May 
24, 1991. The main goals of HORS are organizing the life of OR community 
in Hungary, including the organization of series of national (MOK), 
Hungarian language and international OR conferences (VOCAL). 
Furthermore, leadership of HORS actively participates at the EURO Council 
Meetings and Boards. For instance, in 2000, HORS was not only the host of 
the EURO XVII Conference, but we have initiated the continuous 
optimization working group, the EUROPT WG, that has been founded in 
Budapest at the first EUROPT Workshop. 

Next year, the 20th EUROPT Workshop will be organized in Budapest, among 
others by members of HORS. 

Along the fact that operations research has a long-lasting history in Hungary, 
it has a long-standing tradition in education of OR experts as well. Can you give 
a short overview of OR education in Hungary? What are the main challenges in 
the OR education in Hungary? 

Since the first course on optimization by Professor Gyula Farkas at the 
beginning of the 20th century, followed by the first course on graph theory 
by Professor Dénes König in the academic year 1931/32 at the Budapest 
University of Technology (BME) and many interesting lectures of Professor 
Egerváry on algorithms and models of OR after the 2nd World War at BME, 
the regular education of mathematical programming, operations research 
has been started at Eötvös Loránd University of Sciences (ELTE) during the 
1960’s. Before the Bologna Process of Higher Education, the university 
degrees were related to 5-years programs in Hungary. The 5-years 
university program in mathematics at ELTE was clearly divided into two 
parts. During the first 3 years the lectures were fixed, classical topics of 
mathematics have been taught to all students of the year. The last 2 years 
of the education consisted of different specializations. One of these 
specializations was operation research. When I was studying mathematics 
at ELTE and specialized to operations research we had courses on linear-, 
nonlinear-, integer-, stochastic programming, network flows, algorithms of 
OR, computational methods and software of OR, OR models and 
applications, stochastic processes, statistics, queuing and inventory 
models. Among my professors were Tamás Terlaky (later professor, 
Canadian Chair of Optimization at Mc Master University), István Maros 
(later professor of computing at Imperial College), János Mayer (later 
professor of OR at University of Zurich), Péter Kas (later professor of 
mathematics at EMU, Cyprus), Béla Vizvári (later professor of industrial 
engineering at EMU, Cyprus), Tamás Szántai (later professor of 
mathematics at BME, Budapest). At that time, they were full and part time 
assistant and associate professors at the Department of Operations 
Research, ELTE. From the list of my professors, you could guess that the 
OR education at ELTE during the 1980’s was an excellent, internationally 
recognized OR program. As you may guess, after the end of socialism in 
Hungary, when Hungarian citizens got right to travel, a high number of 
highly educated persons left the country including many of my professors, 
as well. Due to these changes, in 1990 I have got a position at the ELTE as 
assistant professor and taught different courses mainly on continuous 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2192440622000090
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2192440622000090
http://europt.iam.metu.edu.tr/h_mail.html
http://mta.hu/english/
http://mta.hu/english/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gyula_Farkas_(natural_scientist)
https://ematlap.hu/tudomany-tortenet-2017-06/506-farkas-gyula-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andr%C3%A1s_Pr%C3%A9kopa
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optimization like linear and nonlinear programming, algorithms of OR, OR 
models and applications, game theory. I was participated in many reforms 
of OR program in higher education first at ELTE and later at BME. In the 
1980s quite good OR education was at several universities in Hungary. 
However, I think that the best was at ELTE. The number of students studying 
OR started to decrease significantly during the years of 2010s. Currently 
there are two master programs (applied mathematics at ELTE and at BME) 
in Hungary that contain larger number of OR courses. The problem, even 
with this OR education is that after 2016 the program at ELTE simplified to 
a combinatorial optimization curriculum, while most of the staffs teaching 
high level OR courses moved from BME to other university. Furthermore, at 
both universities yearly only 2-3 students want to study OR courses that is 
deepening the crises of high level OR education in Hungary. 

Professor Illés, you, and many other OR researchers from Hungary, have 
participated in our KOI 2022 conference in Šibenik, Croatia. Based on your so 
far experiences, are there any suggestions for the future development of our 
conference? 

All the Hungarians who participated at the KOI 2022 conference were 
coming from my personal, OR research network in Hungary. Since Professor 
Zekić-Sušac invited me to be one of the plenary speakers at KOI 2016 in 
Osijek and to organize sessions on interior point algorithms to celebrate 
60th birthday of our friend Professor Goran Lešaja, we are regularly 
attending KOI Conferences. 

KOI is a well-organized conference with sessions covering wide range of OR 
topics. I think it is a good mixture of theoretical and more applied topics. It 
would be good if you could keep this balance in the future as well. 

One of the ideas that was born in KOI 2022 was the possibility of cooperation 
between HORS and CRORS in developing postgraduate specialist study 
program in the field of OR education. Developing a successful OR program that 
is based on the networks of HORS and CRORS is something that could bring 
our OR societies closer. Can you please present the initiative to our readers, 
as well as tell us a little bit more on how do you see the development of the 
postgraduate OR program? 

As I understood from the memorial lecture of Professor Neralić given about 
the life and professional achievements of Professor Martić, both Croatian 
and the Hungarian OR community had very similar history and professional 
goals. (Furthermore, Luka’s lecture was a great opportunity to me to test 
my knowledge of the Croatian language. Currently, it is easier for me to 
follow a lecture on Croatian, than to speak.) Unfortunately, currently we are 
facing similar difficulties, decreasing numbers of master students on high 
level OR courses and no master program in OR with the original goals of OR 
education: theoretical basis, efficient algorithms, and novel applications. 
However, I am optimistic in respect that together we could be able to launch 
an OR master program in English in case we work together. For a good 
master program in OR 20-30 students would be ideal. The students entering 
a master program in OR need to have solid mathematical basis that they 
could get at maths, computer science, informatics and some engineering 
bachelor studies. This gives us hope that in central Europe, including our 
countries, with developing joint, proper OR master program, and 
implementing a network at our universities to search for students that are 
willing to study an interesting, highly prestigious profession with more job 
opportunities as well educated OR experts, is a realizable vision. We would 
need not only a network of OR professors at our region, but to also build a 
network of national and international companies in the region, who knows 
that they need OR experts or experts with special mathematical based 
knowledge. These companies could be one of the leading forces of our OR 

education with giving fellowships for students and jobs for them, as well, 
keeping our youngsters in our countries or at least in the region of Central 
Europe. 

I think with its tradition in OR education, Zagreb or Budapest could be a 
good place for such OR master program. Although, if I would get opportunity 
to teach linear or nonlinear optimization in a new, joint OR master program 
developed by our common efforts, I would prefer a university at the Adriatic 

coast, like University of Split, 😉.  

At last, CRORS is looking forward to strengthening the cooperation with HORS 
in the future. Are there other areas in which you see the potential of the further 
cooperation between HORS and CRORS? 

I think our national OR conferences like KOI, SOR and VOCAL in Hungary 
could play important role in meeting each other regularly, in initiating joint 
research and R&D projects. Developing opportunities to our graduate 
students to visit different research communities in our countries is also 
important. Even I could imagine a visiting researcher exchange program 
that could help our communities to widen and deepen the OR spectrum 
covered at different universities. It might be possible that to accelerate our 
cooperation it would be good to develop a formal committee of the three 
OR Societies (Croatian, Slovenian, Hungarian) that could work out the 
agenda of cooperation for the forthcoming years.  

Collaboration with Croatian societies  

Many CRORS members are also members of other relevant societies, 
academic institutions and seminars in Croatia with whom CRORS has a 
good collaboration. Their activities and lectures are organized in the field of 
operations research.  

HMD Engineering Section Seminars 

Croatian Mathematical Society 

The Engineering section of HMD mainly consists of mathematicians 
working in economic practice (but not only them), who apply OR methods 
in their work, and who participate in the KOI conference. The majority of 
CRORS members are on the mailing list of the engineering section of HMD 
and actively participate in its seminars. The list of lectures presented at 
HMD Engineering section can be found on their web page. 

Mathematical Colloquium  

Department of Mathematics, University of Osijek 

Mathematical Colloquium in Osijek is active since 1993, as an activity of the 
Scientific Section of the Osijek division of the Croatian Mathematical 
Society and the Institute for Applied Mathematics in Osijek with the help of 
the Central branch of the Society in Zagreb and the Department of 
Mathematics, University of Zagreb. Since 1999, Mathematical Colloquium 
has been organized by the Department of Mathematics, University of Osijek. 
Lecturers of the scientific colloquium are researchers from Croatian 
universities and abroad who usually report on their researches, Ph.D. 
theses, or give an overview of recent trends in mathematics and its 
applications. Lecturers of the educational colloquia are teachers from 
Croatian universities and secondary schools. They usually present their 
ideas and approaches to teaching or discuss a historical topic connected 
to mathematics and mathematicians. Further information about the 
Colloquium can be found on the associated web page.  

 

http://www.matematika.hr/index.php/predavanja/inzenjerska/
https://www.mathos.unios.hr/index.php/en/science/colloquia-and-seminars/mathematical-colloquium
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Optimization and Application Seminar 

Department of Mathematics, University of Osijek 

Organized by the Department of Mathematics, University of Osijek, the 
Optimization and Application seminar covers topics such as mathematical 
modeling, problems of identification and estimation of parameters in 
mathematical models, statistical aspects of the problem of identification 
and estimation of parameters in mathematical models, optimization of 
mechanical systems, applications in natural, technical and other sciences. 
Basic seminar outline is a presentation of original papers, presentation of 
papers from literature and guest lectures. Lectures presented so far can be 
found here.  

Seminar for mathematical programming and game theory  

Department of Mathematics, Faculty of Economics, University of Zagreb 

The Seminar for Programming and Theory of Games was established within 
the Institute of Mathematics, University of Zagreb in 1966, with the aim of 
intensifying scientific work in the field of practical mathematics. It was 
founded by Preofessor Ljubomir Martić who has continuously led the 
seminar for many years. Now, the seminar is within the Department of 
Mathematics, Faculty of Economics, University of Zagreb and led by 
Professor emeritus of Luka Neralić. The Seminar brings together scientist 
and topics in mathematical programming and game theory, their 
applications in mathematics, statistics, mathematical economics, but also 
practical applications in various fields of business and economics. The list 
of presented lectures can be found on the seminar’s web page. 

 

 6 OR AREA IN FOCUS 

Workshop: How AI sees the world around us 

Within the KOI 2022 Conference, Assistant Professor Goran Zaharija held a 
workshop on the topic “How AI sees the world around us”.  

Assistant Professor Goran Zaharija, CV  
 
Goran Zaharija is an Assistant 
Professor at the Department of 
Informatics at the Faculty of 
Science,University of Split. He 
teaches several undergraduate and 
graduate courses in web 
development, operating systems, 
and machine learning.  

He has a PhD in the field of Artificial 
Intelligence and his other scientific 
interests include machine learning, 
artificial neural networks, and multi-
agent systems. He is also a part of 
the research group within his 

university that focuses on understanding intelligent behaviour in biological 
and artificial systems during problem-solving and learning. More 
information can be found here.  
 

 

Workshop summary  

Each individual perceives the world around them differently. Autonomous 
vehicles and robots operating in real-world environments are often cited as 
examples of advanced Artificial Intelligence systems. What makes such 
systems intelligent, and how do they perceive the world around them? 
Artificial intelligence is also present in devices that we use every day. 
Unlocking a laptop or cell phone by facial recognition is becoming a 
standard feature of all newer devices. How do computers see our faces and 
how do they recognize them? How do we distinguish and recognize the 
faces of our acquaintances? 

  Workshop “How AI sees the world around us”, KOI 2022 

The goal of this workshop was to answer the previous questions (and 
hopefully more) and provide an introduction to the basic concepts of 
computer vision and Artificial Intelligence.  

The participants discussed how computers create a model of the world 
around them and how they use this model to “think” and make decisions. 
This workshop also included a practical example with an unplugged activity 
in which the participants tried to simulate the method of AI facial 
recognition system in order to better understand the underlying principles. 

Ljubomir Martić Award 

For the purpose of stimulating scientific research and application of 
mathematics in economics, the Faculty of Economics, University of Zagreb 
Zagreb (FEB) established the award for doctoral dissertations, scientific 
monographs and scientific papers in the field of economics, branch of 
quantitative economics, under the name "Ljubomir Martić Award". Following 
the great contribution of the scientific and teaching work of Professor 
Ljubomir Martić at the Faculty of Economics and Business in Zagreb, as well 
as his rich professional work, the purpose and goals of this award are:  

a) promotion of scientific-research work in the social-humanistic field, 
field of economics, branch of quantitative economy, 

b) developing and encouraging scientists and doctoral candidates to work 
in the social sciences and humanities, economics, quantitative 
economics. 

Only publications whose authors are teachers and associates of faculties, 
scientific and research institutes, or universities in the Republic of Croatia; 

https://www.mathos.unios.hr/index.php/en/science/colloquia-and-seminars/seminar-za-optimizaciju-i-primjene
http://www.efzg.unizg.hr/katedre-29721/matematika/seminar-za-matematicko-programiranje-i-teoriju-igara-35608/35608
https://www.pmfst.unist.hr/team/goran-zaharija/?lang=en
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and which have been published and made available to the scientific and 
professional public at least three months and not more than two years 
before the opening of the competition of the award procedure for the 
current year can be awarded. Papers must belong to the scientific field of 
social sciences, field of economics, branch of quantitative economics, by 
topic and scope. 

One prize is awarded once a year for works in one of the following three 
categories: 

 Category A: doctoral dissertations in economics, branch of 
quantitative economics (university postgraduate doctoral thesis), 

 Category B: monograph books or university textbooks covering 
current topics in the field of economics, the branch of quantitative 
economics, 

 Category C: scientific papers in economics, branch of quantitative 
economics, published in journals and proceedings, or otherwise 
made available to the scientific and professional public. 

The proposal a publication to be awarded is determined by a majority vote 
of the members of the Award’s Committee, and only one (first) Prize is 
awarded in each of these groups, consisting of a diploma and a sum of 
money.  

The 2022 award winners are: 

- Group C: “Sustainability assessment of pension systems of new EU 
member states using data envelopment analysis with sensitivity and 
cross-efficiency analysis", authors: Mira Krpan, Ana Pavković and 
Margareta Gardijan Kedžo 

Recognition Ljubomir Martić for exceptionally high-quality scientific work - 
group C was handed to authors Ilko Vrankić, Tomislav Herceg and Mirjana 
Pejić Bach for the paper “Dynamics and stability of evolutionary optimal 
strategies in duopoly". 

EURO Instruments 

EURO supports a number of conferences and education initiatives, such as 
Euro PhD Schools (EPS) (more information can be found here) and EURO 
Euro Summer and Winter Institutes (ESWI) (more information can be found 
here). 

EURO also supports Mini Conferences. The upcoming Mini Conference will 
be held on 30-31 March, 2023 in Sevilla, Spain. Please find more information 
here. Proposals for organising a EURO Mini Conference can be made by any 
member of a member society of EURO. Application forms are available from 
the Guidelines pages. For further advice or information please contact 
EURO VP1 (VP1@euro-online.org). 

EURO Prizes and Awards 

EURO has created the following prizes to acknowledge an outstanding 
activity in the development or application of OR. Currently, there are no open 
call for nominations. The period for applications for the EURO Prizes and 
Awards 2024 will be announced in October 2023. We invite CRORS 
members to read more about the EURO award winners in 2022 whose 
presentations were made at the EURO 2022 Conference in Espoo (Finland) 
in the following sections. 

EGM - EURO Gold Medal 2022 

The EURO Gold Medal is the highest recognition in Europe for scientific 
activity in OR. It is conferred on a prominent person or team or institution, 

for an outstanding contribution to the development of the discipline of OR. 
The 2022 EURO Gold Medal is awarded to Gilbert Laporte (Professor 
Emeritus, HEC Montréal, Canada, Professor, University of Bath, United 
Kingdom, Professor II, Molde University College, Norway). More information 
can be found here. 

EDSA - EURO Distinguished Service Award 

The EURO Distinguished Service Award (EDSA) is the highest recognition in 
Europe of distinguished service to the European Operational Research 
community or to the profession of Operational Research. The 2022 EURO 
Distinguished Service Award is presented to Cathal MacSwiney Brugha 
(Emeritus Professor of Decision Analytics, University College Dublin). More 
information can be found here. 

EPOCG - EURO Prize for OR for the Common Good 

EURO Prize for OR for the Common Good (EPOCG) was introduced in 2020. 
This prize honors outstanding accomplishments of OR for solving social-
oriented problems. Contributions with a global scope and a wide range of 
potential applications are preferred. A short-list of finalists are invited to 
present their work in a special session of the EURO-k Conference. The 
winners of the 2022 EURO Prize for OR for the Common Good are: Andrea 
Tuni (Politecnico di Torino, Italy), Athanasios Rentizelas (National Technical 
University of Athens, Greece), Helio Yochihiro Fuchigami (Federal University 
of Sao Carlos (UFSCar), Brazil), Maico Roris Severino (Federal University of 
Goiás, Brazil) and Luísa Queiroz Barbosa (Federal University of Goiás, 
Brazil). More information can be found here.  

EDDA - The EURO Doctoral Dissertation Award 

The EURO Doctoral Dissertation Award (EDDA) recognizes the OR 
contributions of PhD students or scientists having less than two years 
research experience since completing a PhD. A short-list of finalists are 
invited to present their work in a special session of the EURO-k Conference. 
The winner is determined by the jury at the end of the special session(s) and 
is announced by the chairman of the jury during the closing session of the 
EURO-k Conference. The winner of the 2022 EURO Doctoral Dissertation 
Award is Daniel Rehfeldt (Zuse Insitute Berlin). More information can be 
found here.  

EEPA - The EURO Excellence in Practice Award 

The EURO Excellence in Practice Award (EEPA) is the recognition of 
outstanding accomplishments in the practice of OR. All interested 
candidates are invited to submit a description of an application of OR with 
a real impact on practice, with original features, whether in methodology, 
application or implementation. A short-list of finalists are invited to present 
their work in a special session of the EURO-k Conference. More information 
can be found here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.euro-online.org/web/pages/1543/guidelines
https://www.euro-online.org/web/pages/308/guidelines
http://www.euro-online.org/web/pages/424/guidelines
https://www.euro-online.org/web/pages/424/guidelines
mailto:VP1@euro-online.org
https://www.euro-online.org/web/pages/212/gold-medal-egm
https://www.euro-online.org/web/pages/255/distinguished-service-award-edsa
https://www.euro-online.org/web/pages/1668/prize-for-or-for-the-common-good-epocg
https://www.euro-online.org/web/pages/210/doctoral-dissertation-award-edda
https://www.euro-online.org/web/pages/209/excellence-in-practice-award-eepa


 
  NEWS, December 2022  

 

12 

 7 LOOKING FORWARD TO SOR’23 

The 17th International Symposium on Operations Research in Slovenia (SOR 
’23) will be held at Hotel Astoria, Bled, Slovenia, 20-22 September, 2023, 
organized by Slovenian Society Informatika, Section of Operations Research 
and University of Maribor, Faculty of Organizational Sciences in cooperation 
with University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Mechanical Engineering. 

The professional objectives of the international symposium are to provide 
a forum for international and national exchange of ideas on various aspects 
of OR and related fields.  
SOR’ is the premiere scientific event in the area of operations research, one 
of the traditional series of the biannual international conferences organized 
by the Slovenian Society Informatika, Section of Operations Research.  

The invited speaker at SOR ’23 will be Professor Suresh P. Sethi on the topic 
“Promoting Electric Vehicles: Reducing Charging Inconvenience and Price 
via Station and Consumer Subsidies”. 

There will be plenary lectures of 40 minutes and contributed presentations 
of 15 minutes. Conference language is English. 

The topics are divided in the following sections: 

 Professional aspects of OR (OR methodology, OR education, OR 
implementation, OR profession) 

 Methods and techniques of OR (Assignment, Combinatorial 
programming, Linear programming, Multiple criteria decision 
making, Networks and graphs, Non-linear programming, Numeral 
methods, Simulation, Statistics, Stochastic processes, Vector 
optimization, etc.) 

 Areas of application (Agriculture, Banking, Ecology, Economic 
systems and econometrics, Energy, Environmental protection, 
Finance, Inventory, Production planning, Transport, etc.) 

 Information and computing aspects of OR (Artificial intelligence, 
Decision support systems, Expert systems, Information systems, 
OR software, Data mining, High performance computing, etc.) 

There is also a call for special session “Artificial Intelligence in Business: 
Obstacles and Perspectives” with Chair Professor Mirjana Pejić Bach, 
University of Zagreb, Faculty of Economics and Business, Croatia. 

SOR’23 Proceedings will be available to all registered participants at the 
symposium. Special issues of the Central European Journal of Operational 
Research, Business Systems Research Journal, Organizacija and Naše 
gospodarstvo / Our economy are planned where journal versions of 
selected papers will be published. 

Important dates: 

 June 2nd, 2023 - Submission of contributed papers  

 July 3rd, 2023 – Referee’s reports 

 August 25th, 2023 - Submission of revised papers and copies of 
bank transfer 

More information about the conference can be found here, and the 
Instruction for authors here. 
 

 8 CROATIAN OPERATIONAL RESEARCH 
REVIEW (CRORR) JOURNAL 

CRORS continues to 
publish its scientific 
journal Croatian 
Operational Research 
Review (CRORR). The 
summer issue of the 
journal - Volume 13, 
Number 1, 2022 was 
published in July 2022 
and the winter issue - 
Volume 13, Number 2, 
2022 was published in 
December 2022.  

All scientific papers 
were sent to at least two 
independent reviewers 
for a blind peer review 
process. Full papers are 
published and available 
online.                                                                    CRORR journal, Volume 13 

The aim of the Croatian Operational Research Review journal is to provide 
high-quality scientific papers covering the theory and application of OR and 
related areas, mainly quantitative methods and machine learning. The 
journal is indexed in relevant databases. You can find more about CRORR 
here.  

Authors from any area of operational research are welcome to submit their 
manuscripts by using online submission system. All published issues are 
available online at the Hrcak database - Portal of scientific journals of 
Croatia, with full-text search of individual papers. 
 
 

9 CALENDAR OF CONFERENCES  

 March 30-31, 2023 - Third Sevilla MINLP (Mixed-integer nonlinear 
programming), Sevilla, Spain. Find out more here.  

 July 10-14, 2023 - The 23rd Conference of the International Federation 
of Operational Research Societies (IFORS 2023) is to be held in 
Santiago, Chile. Host Organizations: International Federation of 
Operational Research Societies (IFORS), Chilean Institute for 
Operations Research (ICHIO) and the Complex Engeneering Systems 
institute (ISCI). Find out more here.  

 August 23-25, 2023 - The 20th EUROpt Workshop: Continuous 
Optimization Working Group, Budapest, Hungary. Find out more here. 

 September 20-22, 2023 – 17th International Symposium on Operations 
Research in Slovenia, organized by Slovenian Society Informatika – 
Section for Operational Research, Bled, Slovenia. Find out more here.  

Please visit EURO calendar for detailed list of upcoming OR-related 
conferences. 

 

 

https://sor.fov.um.si/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/SOR23_1st_announcement_2022-11-25.pdf
https://sor.fov.um.si/instruction-to-authors/
https://hrcak.srce.hr/crorr?lang=en
http://hdoi.hr/crorr-journal/?page_id=18
http://hdoi.hr/crorr-journal/
https://hrcak.srce.hr/ojs/index.php/crorr
https://www.imus.us.es/congresos/3sminlp/
https://ifors2023.com/
http://www.europt.hu/
https://sor.fov.um.si/
https://www.euro-online.org/web/pages/460/
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