
 
 
 
 

Call for Papers for Special Session 

Ensuring a Green and Sustainable Future through Smart Cities 

Chairs: Assist. prof. dr. Anton Manfreda and Assist. prof. dr. Zafer Yılmaz  

 

Digitalization has a broad impact on both organizations and society. Managing digitalization is becoming 

increasingly demanding due to rapidly evolving innovations and the difficulty of managing the complexity 

of related technologies. However, these issues are not challenging for organizations and individuals only, 

but also cities and local communities. In particular, cities are faced with major challenges arising from 

global shifts in the environment, rapid urbanization, and older infrastructure. According to United 

Nations, the urban population is expected to reach about 70% of the total population by the end of 2050.  

Therefore, it is crucial for cities to be developed sustainably and to ensure that the natural resources are 

preserved, while at the same time ensuring economic growth and adequate quality of life for residents. As 

a result, several technologically enabled city-related initiatives are emerging. Digitalization, the 

affordability of information technology and its diffusion in society may bring new opportunities. One of 

these opportunities also relates to an increasingly important and established concept of the smart city.  

Smart cities are namely providing solutions for efficiently managing mobility, living, environment, 

citizens, government and architecture by properly implementing the technology in urban environments. 

Initially, the smart city concept and its related research were focused only on the technological 

perspective, by emphasizing the level of integrated technology into its operating system. However, 

recently the focus is moving more towards the issues of sustainable development and a green future. After 

all, digitalization should not only serve merely as a tool for achieving a better life for individuals, but also 

for providing sustainable development. Climate changes are certainly one of the areas that society cannot 

ignore anymore. Smart cities and communities can make a significant contribution in this area; however, 

goals and activities must be properly set. To identify and explore the challenges for the implementation 

of smart city applications, many cities, policy-makers and technology providers often encounter 

particularly complex problems. To deal with these complex problems and issues, it is possible to use 

various methods of artificial intelligence (including machine learning and neural networks) and various 

quantitative methods, modelling, simulation, and other analytical techniques under the umbrella of 

operational and other research.  

Therefore, we encourage the submission of papers that cover various operational and other research 

methods and techniques in the domain of smart cities or examine the use of modern technologies in these 

cities for achieving greater sustainability and a green future. 

Deadlines:  

• June 15th - submission of abstracts 

• July 1st - notification of acceptance 

• September 1st - registration & fee payment 

Note: When submitting the paper, please, select: Ensuring a Green and Sustainable Future through Smart 

Cities.  


