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1 EDITORIAL INTRODUCTION 

CRORS News Continues to Inform OR Community 
Dear CRORS members and all interested readers, 

this is the 2020 issue of CRORS News by which we 
inform society members and all other interested 
researchers and practitioners about the activities 
of the Croatian Operational Research Society and 
some international OR events that happened since 
our last issue in December 2019. Due to the 

COVID19 pandemics, not much activities and events happened in the 
past period. However, we were able to hold a regular on-site and online 
KOI2020 conference in Šibenik in September, from which we bring you 
a report with some pictures. Another important event in our Society 
was the Annual meeting, held on September 25th in Šibenik, where our 
new Executives Board was elected. Following the transition to the new 
Board of HDOI, we are proud to publish a special guest interview with 
HDOI’s new president for the following 2021-2022 mandate, izv. prof. 
dr. sc. Mario Jadrić. We hereby thank prof. Jardić for this interview. 
Despite the dry period when it comes to regular OR-related events, our 
members remained very active in researching and publishing, resulting 
in many noteworthy publications and awards, such as the Ljubomir 
Martić Award in 2020 you can find in chapter 5.  
We are also pleased to inform that a new number of Croatian 
Operational Research Review (CRORR) is published.  
This issue of CRORS News ends with the first announcement and a call 
to all CRORS members and other interested researchers for SOR’21, 
which is planned to be held in Bled, 22-24 September 2021. 
I thank all the editorial team of this issue and also invite all other 
members to join us with their stories and suggestions in future issues. 

Margareta Gardijan Kedžo, Editor, mgardijan@efzg.hr

NEWS  
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2 CRORS Activities in 2020 

Margareta Gardijan Kedžo, mgardijan@efzg.hr 
Zrinka Lukač, zlukač@net.efzg.hr  

Krunoslav Puljić. kpuljic@net.efzg.hr 

KOI 2020 GENEREAL REPORT 

The 2020 brought us many new experiences and one of them was 
certainly the challenge of organizing a KOI conference during the 
pandemic. Although challenged with the national and international 
restrictions and the uncertainty, as well as the potential need to shift 
the conference online, the patience and the determination of the 
Organizing Committee, led by current society vice-president and the 
President of the Organizing Committee izv. prof. Josip Arnerić, enabled 
it all to happen on-site. The conference took place in the Convention 
Centre Šibenik and the Amadria Park Hotel Jure. The Convention Centre 
Šibenik, as the biggest and the first world-class convention centre in 
Croatia, provided the participants world-class enjoyment of 
conferencing. 

 
Opening of KOI’20, convention center 

Due to the COVID 19 restrictions in the EU and the region, this year’s 
conference, as expected, had a smaller number of attending 
participants. Two section were held in ‘hybrid’ form, combining offline 
and online participants, thanks to the technologically well-equipped 
conference rooms.  

 
Cocktail night with traditional Dalmatian klapa 

Altogether, there were 41 registered authors and co-authors from three 
counties. 38 of them presented their papers on-site in Šibenik while 
three presentations were held online. There was a special section 
devoted to the 80th birthday of our eminent member prof. Sanjo Zlobec. 

There were eight invited speakers in this special session, seven of them 
participating online from different parts of the world, and one speaker 
from Croatia (find more on this special session in the following section). 

 
Opening of the cocktail night 

The conference had a rich social program, including a buffet lunch for 
all participants in Hotel Jure. Taking into account all epidemiological 
measures, first day of the conference will also be remembered for a 
cocktail evening with finger food in the hotel’s lobby with a garden, 
pleasantly surrounded by the sounds of traditional Dalmatian a capella 
singing. The conference dinner was held on Thursday evening at 
Trattoria terrace. Friday was the last day of the conference, after which 
prof. Zrinka Lukač, current President of the HDOI, thanked to all the 
participants for their contributions and closed the KOI2020.   

 
Conference dinner at Trattoria terrace 

 

KOI 2020 - SPECIAL SESSION FOR SANJO ZLOBEC   

During the KOI2020 conference, a special section was held devoted to 
80th birthday of Prof. Sanjo Zlobec. Prof. Zlobec is a member and 
recipient of The Award for Special Contribution to HDOI in 2017. The 
section was divided into 2 parts were 8 distinguished invited speakers 
from all over the world presented their papers. The chair of both parts 
was professor emeritus Luka Neralić. The speakers and the papers were 
the following: 

- LEAST SQUARES FITTING PROBLEM FOR THE POWER-LAW 
REGRESSION WITH A LOCATION PARAMETER [Dragan Jukić, Tomislav 
Marošević] 

- THE DANGERS IN USING EARNED DURATION AND OTHER EARNED 
VALUE METRICS TO MEASURE A PROJECT’S SCHEDULE [Richard E. 
Wendell, Timothy J. Lowe, Mike M. Gordon] 

mailto:mgardijan@efzg.hr
mailto:zlukač@net.efzg.hr
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- STOCHASTIC RANKING AND DOMINANCE IN DEA [Masoud 
Asgharian, Mostafa Davtalab-Olyaie, Vahid Partovi Nia] 

- A FULL-NEWTON STEP INTERIOR-POINT METHOD FOR MONOTONE 
WEIGHTED LINEAR COMPLEMENTARITY PROBLEMS [Goran Lešaja] 

- EVERY ITERATION, AWAY FROM ITS FIXED POINTS, IS NEWTON [Adi 
Ben-Israel] 

- AMIABLE FIXED SETS IN CW SPACES. BROUWER FIXED POINT 
THEOREM EXTENSION AND DAY AMENABLE FINITE GROUP [James 
Peters] 

- C(O)P MATRICES AND OPTIMIZATION [Avi Bernam] 

- MAJORIZATION THEOREMS FOR STRONGLY CONVEX FUNCTIONS 
[Muhammad Adil Khan] 

- A q-BFGS ALGORITHM FOR UNCONSTRAINED OPTIMIZATION 
PROBLEMS [Shashi Kant Mishra] 

 
The abstracts of the given speeches can be found in the KOI’20 Book of 
abstracts. Due to the COVID19 restrictions, 7 out of 8 speakers 
participated online and shared their presentations using internet 
meeting tools, which were visible to all the listeners in the conference 
room. We give special thanks to our member doc. dr. sc. Krunoslav Puljić 
for his boundless technical assistance in the section. 
 

 

KOI2020 official logo 

 

New board of HDOI 

In this year, the current Executive Board of HDOI finished its second 
mandate. As it is custom to our Society, the management is handed to 
the new board. New board was elected on the annual assembly of the 
HDOI, held in Šibenik on 25th September 2020. These are the appointed 
new roles in HDOI for the period 2021-2023: 

- The president is izv. prof. Mario Jadrić (Faculty of Economics, 
Business and Tourism, University of Split, Department of 
Business Informatics), 

- the vice president is prof. Kristijan Sabo (University of Osijek, 
Department of Mathematics), 

- the new secretary of the society is Tea Mijač (Faculty of 
Economics, Business and Tourism, University of Split, 
Department of Business Informatics), 

- the treasurer is Ivana Ninčević Pašalić (Faculty of Economics, 
Business and Tourism, University of Split, Department of 
Business Informatics). 

We wish them all the luck in their future mandate beginning form the 
January 1st 2021.   

 

We encourage all our members to send us their reports and share experiences 
from interesting conferences and events! 

 
  

 3 Special Guest Interview  

In this number, we bring you an interview with the new president of our 
society - izv. prof. Mario Jadrić. You can find the highlights of his notable 
CV in the following section.   
 

CV of Associate Professor Mario Jadrić 
 

Associate Professor at Faculty of 
Economics, Business and Tourism 
(FEBT), Department of Business 
Informatics. Holds a PhD from 
University of Zagreb, Faculty of 
Organization and Informatics. (Co)-
author of more than 60 scientific 
papers on the topic of e-learning, 
technological innovations, business 
processes improvement and user 
perception of new technologies. He 

teaches E-learning in Business Environments, Business Process 
Simulation and Business Information Systems at undergraduate and 
graduate level and Computer Simulation at the PhD level. He is a 
member of the research team of the MIS4SC project "User-oriented 
process (re)design and information systems modelling – a case of smart 
city services" financed by Croatian Science Foundation and has 
participated in several international and national projects. Currently, he 
is a project manager of a bilateral Croatian-Slovenian scientific project 
"Comparative analysis of trends and success factors for smart cities 
development in Slovenia and Croatia". Conference speaker and 
attendee of numerous scientific and professional conferences. A more 
detailed biography is available in Europass CV. Updated list of 
publications can be found in CROSBI database. 

Interview with Mario Jadrić 

First of all, congratulations you on your new role as president of HDOI. 
Also, thank you for agreeing to this interview. To let our members 
know you a bit better, could you tell us about your previous research 
and working experiences? 

Thank you for the invitation. It is a great honour for me to introduce 

myself to the members of our Society. It was humbling to find out that 

one of the events ahead of us is the celebration of 30 years since the 

organisation of the first KOI conference, coinciding with the time I 

finished my first grade of elementary school. During this time, many 

great things happened, both in the Society, reaching its impact 

http://smartcity.efst.hr/
http://smartcity.efst.hr/admin/bilateralna-suradnja
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x3sABGAqpT2WLt1jBLdu_7ZIvbe1Iu6Q/view?pli=1
https://www.bib.irb.hr/pregled/znanstvenici/292585?autor=292585
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internationally, and in my personal life. I graduated in economics and 

started my career at the FEBT in Split as a teaching assistant in 2006. 

The same year, I enrolled in a doctoral study program at the University 

of Zagreb, Faculty of Organization and Informatics, and this is where my 

research career actually begins. As a researcher, I was actively involved 

in a scientific project "Communication skills and technologies in Internet 

communication and e-learning", led by Professor Goran Bubaš. In the 

year 2010, when the KOI conference proceedings evolved into the 

scientific journal, another important milestone happened for me as 

well; I received my PhD degree in Information and Communication 

Sciences, branch of Information System and Informatics. I spent a good 

part of my academic career researching and writing papers and books 

on the topic of e-learning, and also in parallel, papers and studies 

addressing technological innovations and improvement of business 

processes. I put a lot of effort into mastering different methods of data, 

text, and process mining and simulation modelling. For the past three 

years, my research interests are in the field of smart cities and related 

topics. I am currently an Associate Professor, and the new role of the 

president of HDOI is an exciting achievement in my career. 

You participated in many research teams and national and 
international scientific projects. Can you tell us more about these 
involvements and should these experiences be useful in your role as 
the HDOI president? 

Every experience enriches and shapes us as persons. Since I still 

consider myself young, I cannot list years of experiences as my 

comparative advantage. However, as you also imply, project-related 

experiences do keep us current and active. Collaborating in projects and 

participating in conferences are great for networking and teamwork 

skills, which can undoubtedly have a synergistic effect with the 

enthusiasm that I hope to bring in future activities of our Society. By all 

means, experiences gained within a project framework could be applied 

and adapted in new contexts. For example, given that our Society has 

an agreement with the Slovenian Society of Informatics - Section 

Operational Research (SOR) to organise a conference alternately every 

two years, I certainly see the possibilities in expanding the cooperation 

of Croatian and Slovenian researchers. As a project manager of a 

bilateral Croatian-Slovenian scientific project, I see the potential in 

organising special sessions related to OR in smart cities at SOR'21 and 

KOI'22 with our Slovenian partners. Given the topicality of the smart 

cities area, which abounds in big data, but also in "big" challenges, the 

possibilities of applying the OR methods in the context are practically 

inexhaustible. As an expert, I also participated in two projects focusing 

on Croatian Qualification Framework (CQF) in higher education, and this 

particular experience would be useful considering Society's strategic 

goals related to the development of teaching standards in the field of 

operational research. Also, I was one of the initiators and editors of the 

first web portal dedicated to e-learning in business settings in Croatia 

with the purpose to present the possibilities and challenges behind 

implementing this kind of technology in business environments. Given 

that one of the Society's strategic goals is to encourage and popularise 

projects using operational research in business practice, the launch a 

similar project, for example, "OR in business settings in Croatia" could 

be another line of action. 

Although your mandate hasn't officially started yet, you probably 
gave some thought about your future tasks.  What does this role mean 
and what do you think you could contribute during your mandate as 
President? 

I feel great respect for our Society and all its previous presidents and 

members who have contributed to its development. Our dear Professor 

Marijana Zekić-Sušac has a special place in my heart, and I am very 

pleased to hear that the award for the best paper for young researchers 

will bear her name in the future. The previous presidency, headed by 

Professor Zrinka Lukač did an exceptional job, so I hope to continue to 

go the same way forward. Our Society's strategic goals are clearly set, 

and I already have them written down in my GPS. In the short term, I 

am actively working on forming a team that will be able to uphold the 

current level of quality in publishing our scientific journal CRORR and 

organising the KOI conference. Generally speaking, we would continue 

collaboration at national, European and global level, encourage and 

involve young researchers by organising workshops, summer schools, 

special sessions, and doctoral workshops, and also, continue to work on 

disseminating the knowledge and skillset we have in our Society to solve 

practical problems our economies face, such as the consequences 

caused by the Covid-19 pandemic. Many of our members already 

cooperate with business organisations, but it is necessary to raise the 

visibility of these activities, either through the website or social 

networks. The additional motivation of members to participate in 

projects and expand partnerships with the business sector may be 

needed, through newsletters, workshops, and more. Of course, I hope 

that the situation with Covid-19 will soon be under control and that it 

will not interfere with our planned and regular activities. 

Our society is not large, but still it demands some work. What do you 
think will be the most challenging task in the following mandate? 

I see great potential for our Society in applying and participating in the 

projects financed by different European funds. Members are often 

overburdened with regular teaching and scientific research activities, so 

there is not much time left to contribute to the Society. By structuring 

certain activities to be able to rely on additional sources of funding from 

EU funds, it is possible to motivate our members for more active 

engagement. For example, ESF calls provide an opportunity to 

strengthen the capacity of civil society organisations to popularise 

STEM. This opportunity can be used to transfer knowledge to business 

environments and disseminate research results to the general 

population, or specifically to young people to make them interested in 

operational research. As a Society, we are members of the EURO and 

IFORS associations, we collaborate actively with the Slovenian Society, 

and numerous other organisations nationally and internationally. Still, 

there may be opportunities to strengthen the connections with other 

national organisations within and beyond EURO association. For 

example, it is possible to use the potential of European Universities 

alliances, one of which University in Split is a part of. It could be done 

either through networking of members of societies and raising the 

visibility of CRORS or by applying for joint projects, summer schools and 

the development of joint study programs in the field of operational 

research. Of course, this is a sort of a wish list with several identified 
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challenges, but given that a lot has already been done or planned in the 

Society, we will need to go step by step.  

Thank you once again for giving this interesting interview and we 
wish you all the best in your future mandate. 

 

Call for Applications for Distinguished Service Award and CRORS Best 
Young Researcher Paper Award  

 
The nominations of candidates for CRORS DSA can be made by members of 
CRORS, EURO, and IFORS. The nominations should contain a CV or an equivalent 
document of the candidate. Nominations must be made in confidence (i.e. the 
nominee should not be informed), and sent to hdoi@hdoi.hr or CRORS postal 
address until September 1 of the current year.  
The applications for CRORS BYRP should be made by the young researchers who 
are the authors of the paper submitted to a forthcoming KOI conference. The 
candidate's full paper, CV, and the explanation of the scientific contribution of 
the paper in the area of OR should be sent to hdoi@hdoi.hr or to CRORS postal 
address entitled as "CRORR BYRP application". 

The Award Committee will consider the nominations, verify that the candidates 
satisfy all conditions and make a decision by the majority of the Committee 
members.  
All CRORS members are welcome to make nominations for 2020 awards! 

  

4 Collaboration with Other Societies 

Many CRORS members are also members of other relevant societies, 
academic institutions and seminars in Croatia with whom CRORS has a 
good collaboration. Their activities and lectures organized in the field of 
operations research.  

Seminar for Theory of Computation   
Department of Mathematics, Faculty of Science, 
University of Zagreb 

Chair: Robert Manger 

Seminar for Theory of Computation is organized within 
the post-graduate studies at the Department of 

Mathematics, Faculty of Science of the University of Zagreb. The 
seminar has been very active, counting around 18 lectures since 
October 2017. The announcements for seminars can be found on 
webpage:  https://www.math.pmf.unizg.hr/hr /seminar-za-teorijsko-
ra%C4%8Dunarstvo.  

HMD Engineering Section Seminars 
Croatian Mathematical Society 

Chair: Kristina Šorić 

The Engineering section of HMD mainly consists of mathematicians 
working in economic practice (but not only them), who apply OR 
methods in their work, and who participate in the KOI conference. The 
majority of CRORS members are on the mailing list of the engineering 
section of HMD and actively participates in its seminars. The list of 
lectures presented at HMD Engineering section can be found on their 
webpage: 
 http://www.matematika.hr/index.php/predavanja/inzenjerska/. 

Mathematical Colloquium  
Department of Mathematics, University of Osijek 

Chair: Ninoslav Truhar 

Mathematical Colloquium in Osijek is active since 1993, as an activity of 
the Scientific Section of the Osijek division of the Croatian Mathematical 
Society and the Institute for Applied Mathematics in Osijek with the 
help of the Central branch of the Society in Zagreb and the Department 
of Mathematics, University of Zagreb. Since 1999, Mathematical 
Colloquium has been organized by the Department of Mathematics, 
University of Osijek. Lecturers of the scientific colloquium are 
researchers from Croatian universities and abroad who usually report 
on their researches, Ph.D. theses, or give an overview of recent trends 
in mathematics and its applications. Lecturers of the educational 
colloquia are teachers from Croatian universities and secondary 
schools. They usually present their ideas and approaches to teaching or 
discuss a historical topic connected to mathematics and 
mathematicians. Further information about the Colloquium can be 
found on the associated web page.  

Optimization and Application Seminar 
Department of Mathematics, University of Osijek 

Chair: Dragan Jukić 

Organized by the Department of Mathematics, University of Osijek, the 
Optimization and Application seminar covers topics such as 
mathematical modeling, problems of identification and estimation of 
parameters in mathematical models, statistical aspects of the problem 
of identification and estimation of parameters in mathematical models, 
optimization of mechanical systems, applications in natural, technical 
and other sciences. Basic seminar outline is a presentation of original 
papers, presentation of papers from literature and guest lectures. 
Lectures presented during the academic year 2017/2018 can be found 
here.  

Seminar for mathematical programming and game theory  

Chairs: Luka Neralić, Valter Boljunčić, Krunoslav Puljić 

The Seminar for Programming and Theory of Games was established 
within the Institute of Mathematics, University of Zagreb in 1966, with 
the aim of intensifying scientific work in the field of practical 
mathematics. It was founded by Prof. Dr. Sc. Ljubomir Martić who has 
continuously led the seminar for many years. Now, the seminar is within 
the Department of Mathematics, Faculty of Science, University of 
Zagreb and led by prof. emeritus Luka Neralić. The Seminar brings 
together scientist and topics in mathematical programming and game 
theory, their applications in mathematics, statistics, mathematical 
economics, but also practical applications in various fields of business 
and economics. The list of presented lectures can be found on the 
seminar’s website. 

  

mailto:hdoi@hdoi.hr
mailto:hdoi@hdoi.hr
https://www.math.pmf.unizg.hr/hr%20/seminar-za-teorijsko-ra%C4%8Dunarstvo
https://www.math.pmf.unizg.hr/hr%20/seminar-za-teorijsko-ra%C4%8Dunarstvo
http://www.matematika.hr/index.php/predavanja/inzenjerska/
https://www.mathos.unios.hr/index.php/en/science/colloquia-and-seminars/mathematical-colloquium
https://www.mathos.unios.hr/index.php/en/science/colloquia-and-seminars/seminar-za-optimizaciju-i-primjene
http://www.efzg.unizg.hr/katedre-29721/matematika/seminar-za-matematicko-programiranje-i-teoriju-igara-35608/35608.
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 5 OR Area in Focus 

IN MEMORIAM: MARIJANA ZEKIĆ SUŠAC 
13/10/1967 – 7/7/2020 

Marina Stanić, marina@efos.hr 
 

 
Marijana Zekić-Sušac was born in 1967 in 
Belišće, Croatia. She received her 
business degree from the Faculty of 
Economics in Osijek in 1990 and started 
working for the same institution the year 
after. In 1995, she defended her master 
thesis entitled "Meta-model of an 
intelligent decision support system in a 
company" at the Faculty of Organization 
and Informatics in Varaždin. At the same 

faculty, she earned her doctoral degree after defending a dissertation 
entitled "Neural Networks in Predicting Investment Profitability". 
Marijana became a full-time professor at the Faculty of Economics in 
Osijek in 2012. She was recognized as a talented and hard-working 
researcher early on in her career and was awarded a Fulbright 
scholarship for a pre-doctoral research program at the Stanford 
University and the University of Wisconsin. 
Marijana provided enormous service to the Faculty of Economics and 
the field both in leadership and mentorship. She served as a president 
of the Department of Quantitative Methods and Informatics at Faculty 
of Economics. In Croatian Operational Research Society, Marijana was 
appointed a role of a vice president from 2008 to 2012, and a president 
of the Society from 2012 to 2016. She was an active member of many 
societies and associations such as International Neural Network Society 
(INNS), Association of Information Systems (AIS), the IEEE Computer 
Society and Association for Computer Machinery. She was editor-in-
chief of Croatian Operational Research Review and a member of the 
editorial board of the Central European Journal of Operational 
Research. In her career, Marijana received several awards for her 
research as well as for teaching excellence.  
Marijana was a collaborator on several national and international 
research projects and the leader of the ongoing project 
"Methodological framework for efficient energy management by 
intelligent data analytics" funded by the Croatian Science Foundation. 
She published more than 70 scientific papers in journals and other 
editions indexed in highly cited databases. Her research included 
studies in the field of artificial intelligence with the emphasis on neural 
networks and machine learning. She never lost her motivation for 
research and continued to work on her project until almost the last days 
of her life. 
Marijana was a proud mother of two boys, Ivo and Petar, and a loving 
wife to her husband, Denis Sušac. 
Marijana will be remembered for her kindness and generosity. Despite 
many professional achievements, Marijana remained humble and 
always willing to help others. In the last 14 months of her life, Marijana 
went through an unimaginable hard battle with very aggressive cancer. 
Even though she is no longer with us, Marijana was not defeated by 
cancer. In words of her husband Denis, Marijana was never bitter, angry 
or spiritless, not for a moment. Even though she had every right to feel 
like that. Her inner beauty and her soul remained untouched. 

 

The role of OR in COVID-19 pandemics 

According to IFORS, operations research encompasses the development 
and the application of a wide range of problem-solving methods and 
techniques applied in the pursuit of improved decision-making and 
efficiency… and can also be described as a discipline on the process of 
making a better decision through the development and the application 
of a wide range of problem-solving methods and techniques 
(ifors.org/what-is-or/).  

Following this description, it is obvious how OR had and can have a 
significant role in improving our lives on this planet, especially in times 
such as this one. The entities from both the public and the private sector 
all over the world are facing problems and challenges so far unseen. We 
are aware that the application of OR is vast and that the knowledge 
within the global OR community possesses rational, analytical solutions 
to many of them. However, now is the time for many theoretical 
concepts from the journal papers to be put in practice for the benefit of 
the whole global society. The applications of OR in healthcare, supply 
chain management, transportation and in the improvement of general 
knowledge about the pandemics can have a major impact in helping 
governments, non-profits, corporations, private businesses and others 
draw decisions and solve problems with improved problem-solving 
methods and techniques. However, scientists themselves can do little 
on their own. It is the time for those in positions to recognize the value 
of engaging OR in their decision-making process. IFORS dedicated a 
webpage for COVID-19, where you can find a collection of research, 
editorials, interviews, and other information featuring INFORMS 
thought leaders and their contributions to the public's understanding of 
the current coronavirus pandemic: https://www.informs.org/ 
Impact/O.R.-Analytics-for-Policymakers/COVID-19. 

 

Source: https://www.needpix.com/photo/626152/ 

 

mailto:marina@efos.hr
https://www.informs.org/%20Impact/O.R.-Analytics-for-Policymakers/COVID-19
https://www.informs.org/%20Impact/O.R.-Analytics-for-Policymakers/COVID-19
https://www.needpix.com/photo/626152/
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Books and monographs 

The publication of the university textbook OPERATIONAL RESEARCH 

A newly published book Operational 
research, authored by izv. prof. 
Tunjo Perić, presents an 
introduction to the vast field of 
operations research for students of 
economics and business economics, 
as well to those from technical 
faculties. In this university textbook, 
a special attention is paid to the 
application of OR in solving business 
problems. The book concentrates on 
linear programming and methods 
based on linear programming, 
organized in five chapters. The first 

chapter introduces the readers to the concept and the significance of 
linear programming. Following chapters cover the topics of (2) linear 
programming, (3) specific problems in linear programming, (4) linear 
fractional programming and (5) multi-criteria linear programming. 

The intention of the author was to present the theoretical foundations 
of linear, linear fractional and multi-criteria linear programming in a way 
that is appropriate for readers with education in economics. A large 
number of examples covers practical problems from business, which 
should help students understand the crux of the presented matter, as 
well as the applicability of OR in solving business problems. 

 
Ljubomir Martić Award 

For the purpose of stimulating scientific 
research and application of mathematics 
in economics, the Faculty of Economics - 
Zagreb (hereinafter: the Faculty) 
established the award for doctoral 
dissertations, scientific monographs and 
scientific papers in the field of economics, 
branch of quantitative economics, under 
the name "Ljubomir Martić Award". 
Following the great contribution of the 
scientific and teaching work of prof. dr. sc. 
Ljubomir Martić at the Faculty of 
Economics and Business in Zagreb, as well 

as his rich professional work, the purpose and goals of this award are:   

a) the promotion of scientific research in the social-humanistic field, 
field of economics, branch of quantitative economy, 

b) developing and encouraging scientists and doctoral candidates to 
work in the social sciences and humanities, economics, quantitative 
economics. 
Only publications whose authors are lecturers and associates of 
faculties, scientific and research institutes, or universities in the 
Republic of Croatia; and which have been published and made available 
to the scientific and professional public at least three months and not 
more than two years before the opening of the competition of the 
award procedure for the current year can be awarded. Papers must 
belong to the scientific field of social sciences, field of economics, 
branch of quantitative economics, by topic and scope. 

Prize is awarded every year for three categories, consisting of a diploma 
and a sum of money. The 2020 award is given for: 

Category C: scientific papers in economics, branch of quantitative 
economics, published in journals and proceedings, or otherwise 
made available to the scientific and professional public;  

and the winner is: 
- “Dynamic portfolio optimization based on grey relational analysis 

approach”, author: doc. dr. sc. Tihana Škrinjarić.  
 

6 Looking forward to SOR’21 

The 16th International Symposium on Operations Research in Slovenia 
will be held in Bled, Slovenia, September 22 – 24, 2021. The conference 
will take place in the conference rooms of Hotel Astoria. It will be 
organized by Slovenian Society Informatika, Section of Operations 
Research (SDI-SOR, Ljubljana, Slovenia), University of Maribor, Faculty 
of Organizational Sciences (UM-FOV, Kranj, Slovenia), and University of 
Ljubljana, Faculty of Mechanical Engineering (UL-FS, Ljubljana, 
Slovenia). 
 

 

Bled [Private collection] 
 
The professional objectives of the international symposium are to 
provide a forum for international and national exchange of ideas on 
various aspects of OR and related fields. Conference is focused but not 
limited to the following topics: 

 Professional aspects of OR (OR methodology, OR education, OR 
implementation, OR profession). 

 Methods and techniques of OR Assignment, Combinatorial 
optimization, Decision theory, Games, Integer programming, 
Linear programming, Multiple criteria decision making, Networks 
and graphs, Non-linear programming, Numerical methods, 
Simulation, Statistics, Stochastic processes, Vector optimization, 
etc.) 

 Areas of application (Agriculture, Banking, Ecology, Economic 
systems and econometrics, Energy, Environmental protection, 
Finance, Inventory, Production planning, Transport, etc.).  

 Information and computing aspects of OR (Artificial intelligence, 
Decision support systems, Expert systems, Information systems, 
OR software, Data analysis, High performance computing, etc.). 
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Bled [Private collection] 
 
There will be plenary lectures of 40 minutes, contributed lectures of 15 
minutes for presentation and an additional 5 minutes for discussion.  

Social program will include a get-together afternoon with excursion and 
dinner on Wednesday, September 22, and a get-together afternoon / 
evening with a short excursion on Thursday, September 23. 

Regarding the publishing possibilities, special issues of the Central 
European Journal of Operational Research, Business Systems Research 
Journal, Organizacija and Naše gospodarstvo / Our economy are 
planned, where journal versions of selected papers will be published. 
Printed SOR’21 Proceedings will be available to all registered 
participants at the symposium. 

We invite all conference participants, especially scholars and other 
interested OR researchers and practitioners to actively participate in 
SOR’21.  

These are the important dates: 

 Submission of contributed papers: June 3, 2021 

 Referee's reports: July 1, 2021 

 Submission of revised papers: August 25, 2021 

For further information, visit: https://sor.fov.um.si/ 

7 Croatian Operational Research Review (CRORR) 
Journal 

CRORS continues to publish its scientific journal Croatian Operational 
Research Review (CRORR). The summer issue of journal - Volume 11, 
Number 1, 2020 was published in July 2020, and the winter issue – 
Volume 11, Number 2, 2020 was published in December 2020. Both 
issues consist of 12  original scientific papers from OR and related areas 
such as applied mathematics, simulation, machine learning and other. 

All scientific papers were sent to at least two independent reviewers for 
a blind peer review process. Full papers published and available online.  

 
The aim of the Croatian 
Operational Research Review 
journal is to provide high-quality 
scientific papers covering the 
theory and application of OR and 
related areas, mainly quantitative 
methods and machine learning. 
The journal is indexed in relevant 
databases. You can find the more 
about CRORR on 
http://hdoi.hr/crorr-journal/.  

Authors from any area of 
operational research are welcome 
to submit their manuscripts by 

using our online submission system. All published issues are available 
online at the Hrcak database - Portal of scientific journals of Croatia, 
with the full-text search of individual papers.  
 
 

8 Calendar of Some Upcoming Conferences   

 July 2021 – 31st European Conference on Operational Research 
(EURO 2021), July 11-14 2021, University of West Attica, Athens, 
Greece, https://euro2021athens.com/ 

 August 2021 - The 22nd Conference of the International 
Federation of Operational Research Societies (IFORS2021), 22 to 
27 August 2021,organized by the Hanyang University, Seoul, 
Korea, http://www.ifors2020.kr/ 

 September 2021, 22-24, 2021 - 16th International Symposium on 
Operations Research in Slovenia, September 22 – 24, 2021, 
organized by Slovenian Society Informatika – Section for 
Operational Research, Bled, Slovenia.  

 May 2022 - The 4th International Statistical Conference in 
Croatia (ISCCRO’22), organized by the Croatian Statistical 
Association (CSA), https://www.hsd-stat.hr/en/ 

Please visit https://www.euro-online.org/web/pages/460/ 
calendar or https://conferenceindex.org/conferences/operations-
research for detailed list of upcoming OR-related conferences 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://sor.fov.um.si/
https://hrcak.srce.hr/index.php?show=toc&id_broj=19168
https://hrcak.srce.hr/index.php?show=toc&id_broj=19168
https://hrcak.srce.hr/index.php?show=toc&id_broj=17737
http://hdoi.hr/crorr-journal/about-journal/abstracting-indexing
http://hdoi.hr/crorr-journal/
https://hrcak.srce.hr/ojs/index.php/crorr
http://hrcak.srce.hr/crorr?lang=en
https://euro2021athens.com/
http://www.ifors2020.kr/
https://www.hsd-stat.hr/en/
https://www.euro-online.org/web/pages/460/%20calendar
https://www.euro-online.org/web/pages/460/%20calendar
https://conferenceindex.org/conferences/operations-research
https://conferenceindex.org/conferences/operations-research
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